
Los Angeles Daily News - 03/27/2022 Page : A003

March 29, 2022 12:36 pm (GMT -7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Holly Andres
handres@scng.com

California poppies, California Blue-
bell, Blue Dicks, Brittlebush, Fiddle-
necks, Lupines, Monkeyflowers, and so 
many other wildflowers are popping up 
or about to bloom in various areas in 
Los Angeles County

The display, however, may not be as 
spectacular this year as past years be-
cause of weather conditions over the 
winter.

Some ideal places to see the best of 
this year’s blossoms:

 • Antelope Valley California Poppy 
Reserve: Well-known for its springtime 
poppy and other wildflowers display is 
this Antelope Valley favorite.

Peak viewing, according to the web-
site, is from late March through early 
April (poppies, by the way, open in mid-
morning).

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

WILDFLOWERS 
SPRINGING UP

Stop to smell — and see — 
bountiful, beautiful plants 
at these regional parks, 
nature preserves and trails

PHOTOS BY DAVID CRANE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A pair of crows fly over poppies in bloom at the California Poppy Reserve in Lancaster on March 17.

Lupine blooms near Val Verde on March 17. Poppies and wildflowers are now in bloom 
throughout much of the Antelope and Santa Clarita valleys.

By Scott Schwebke
sschwebke@scng.com

A company executive has 
agreed to plead guilty to federal 
charges alleging his fogging dis-
infection business applied pesti-
cides inconsistent with their in-
tended use to purportedly kill the 
coronavirus in Culver City.

Prosecutors have recom-
mended that David Earl Gillies, 
managing partner of Utah-based 
Mountain Fog, receive two years 
probation and be ordered to pay a 
$10,000 fine for two misdemeanor 
counts of using a pesticide in a 
manner inconsistent with its la-
beling.

Gillies, reached by phone at his 
home Wednesday said he does not 
agree with how his case was han-
dled.

“The EPA never notified us that 
we were out of compliance or gave 
us a chance to come into compli-
ance,” he said. “It’s government 
overreach and the EPA agent (who 
investigated the case) is just try-
ing to put another notch in his 
belt.”

Court records do not indicate 
when Gillies will be sentenced.

In August 2021, Jonathan Ger-
shman, a salesman for Mountain 
Fog, pleaded guilty to identical 
charges and received the same 
sentence.

Gillies was charged after 
Mountain Fog collected $11,097 
for providing COVID-19 fogging 
services at least six times, includ-
ing once at an undisclosed Culver 

PUBLIC HEALTH

Fogging 
company 
admits 
misdeed
Owner calls charges  
‘government overreach’

By City News Service

The number of COVID-19-pos-
itive patients in Los Angeles 
County hospitals has climbed by 
23 people to 373, departing from 
the recent trend that’s seen the to-
tal fall from over 4,800 in mid-
January, according to the latest 
state figures out Saturday.

The number of those patients 
in intensive care was 56, down by 
three from Friday’s total.

The latest numbers came as the 
county reported 789 new positive 
COVID-19 tests and 22 additional 
deaths associated with the virus, 
bringing the county’s cumula-
tive totals to 2,830,048 cases and 
31,594 deaths, according to the 
Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health.

The health department has 
said that the vast majority of peo-
ple who die of COVID-19 compli-
cations have underlying condi-
tions, mainly hypertension, dia-
betes and heart disease.

The rolling average daily rate 

COVID-19

L.A. County 
reports 23 
new COVID-19 
patients  

If you love books and 
love being around peo-
ple who love books, you’ve 
come to the right 
place. Enjoy.

The book whis-
perer moves qui-
etly through the 
stacks in her base-
ment bookstore 
talking to her aban-
doned hard covers 
— looking for the 
one she will sell for 
$1 to the man wait-
ing anxiously at the front 
desk, which is in the back.

He’s been to every book-

store, visited all the online 
sites and picked through 
dozens of boxes of garage 

sale books looking 
for a specific one, 
and this is his last 
stop — the Book 
Cellar, run by the 
Friends of the Li-
brary in the base-
ment of the Los 
Angeles County 
branch library in 
Agoura Hills.

The book whis-
perer thinks she may have 
a copy somewhere in the 
back storage area where 

newly donated books ar-
rive to be sorted, and old 
ones that didn’t sell in a 
year depart to make space 
for them. They are given 
to an online retailer, who 
kicks back 35% of the sale 
price to Friends if a book 
sells.

The book whisperer 
has no librarian training, 
and doesn’t use the Dewey 
Decimal system or com-
puter spreadsheets to keep 
track of the books that ar-
rive and where exactly she 
puts them. She holds them 

DENNIS MCCARTHY

Library friend has grip on best reads

Are racial minorities suf-
fering finan-
cial losses be-
cause their home 
appraisals are 
tainted by bias?

Joe Biden’s 
administration 
thinks so.

And on 
Wednesday, an 
inter-agency task 

force co-chaired by U.S. Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
Secretary Marcia Fudge un-
veiled an action plan designed 
to transform the appraisal in-
dustry and root out hidden 
bias that can affect a minority 
homeowner’s mortgage rates, 
equity and income from a sale.

Called the Property Ap-
praisal and Valuation Equity 
Action Plan, or PAVE, its goal 

is to make the appraisal in-
dustry more accountable, em-
power consumers with infor-
mation and assistance, prevent 
algorithmic bias in automated 
appraisals and recruit more 
minorities to an industry the 
government says is 97% White.

Actions include steps federal 
agencies can take under their 
existing authority to enhance 
oversight and accountability of 

the appraisal industry. 
In addition, the govern-

ment will educate homeowners 
and buyers on what they can 
do when they get an appraisal 
that’s lower than expected.

No doubt there is no place 
for bias. Bias in home valua-
tions limits the ability of Black 
and Brown families to enjoy 
financial returns associated 

MORTGAGES

How to curb racial bias in home appraisals

Book Cellar 
manager (and 
book whisperer) 
Diane Haupt  
at the Friends 
of the Library 
in Agoura Hills 
recently.
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The reserve is open from 
sunrise to sunset daily. 
No dogs, bikes on trails, 
drones or picking flowers. 
15101 Lancaster Road (15 
miles west of Highway 14; 
the Jan. S. Pinheiro Inter-
pretive Center is located ½ 
mile north of the intersec-
tion of 150th Street W. and 
Lancaster Road), Lancaster. 
661-724-1180. Details on 
current bloom status, park-
ing fees, and other park de-
tails: parks.ca.gov/?page_
id=627

• The Theodore Payne 
Foundation for Wild Flow-
ers and Native Plants: This 
sprawling site has a Wild-
f lower Hotline that in-
cludes good places to view 
wildflowers in Central and 
Southern California. The 
hotline is updated every Fri-
day and is available through 
May. 818-768-1802, Ext. 7. 
theodorepayne.org/learn/
wildflower-hotline

The foundation itself has 
an opportunity to see wild-
flowers on its 22-acre prop-
erty, the Wild Flower Hill 
Trail (¾ of a mile). The 

foundation’s hours: 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday. 10459 Tuxford 
St., Sun Valley. Call ahead 
to confirm wildflowers dis-
play, 818-768-1802. theodor-
epayne.org/visit

• King Gillette Ranch: 
A popular place for sea-
son blooms, but it’s actu-
ally just one starting point 
in the Santa Monica Moun-
tains Recreation Area that 
has hiking trails where you 
may see wildflowers. 26800 
Mulholland Highway, Cala-
basas. 805-370-2301. www.
nps.gov/samo/planyour-
visit/kinggilletteranch.

htm; bit.ly/3tAWIZg
Other wildflower areas:
• Eaton Canyon Natural 

Area and Nature Center, 
1750 N. Altadena Drive, Al-
tadena; parks.lacounty.gov/
eaton-canyon-natural-area-
and-nature-center/

• White Point Nature 
Preserve, 1600 W. Paseo 
del Mar, San Pedro; www.
laparks.org/park/white-
point

Need help identifying 
wildflowers? See a list and 
photos of California native 
plants on the California Na-
tive Plant Society’s website: 
calscape.org

Flowers
FROM PAGE 3
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Flowers and bees are coming out at White Point Nature Preserve in San Pedro.

BRITTANY MURRAY — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The California poppy, also called the California sunlight or 
cup of gold, are in bloom along Bluff Park in Long Beach.

of people testing-positive 
for the virus was 0.7% as of 
Saturday, roughly the same 
as it has been for the past 
two weeks.

On Thursday, the depart-
ment reported an uptick in 
COVID-19 infections attrib-
uted to the BA.2, an off-
shoot of the Omicron vari-
ant that spurred a winter 
surge in cases and hospi-
talizations.

According to the county, 
the BA.2 sub-variant ac-
counted for 14.7% of all spe-
cially sequenced cases from 
the week ending March 5 
— more than double the 
6.4% rate from the previ-
ous week. Experts have sug-
gested that BA.2 is at least 
30% more contagious than 

the Omicron variant, which 
was already substantially 
more easily spread than the 
original COVID-19 virus.

“As the county sees grow-
ing cases of the more-in-
fectious BA.2 subvariant, 
everyone, especially those 
who are at elevated risk or 
homebound, should be fully 
vaccinated and boosted, 
and Public Health thanks 
our partners who are work-
ing to provide access to 
these life-saving vaccines 
for these at-risk residents,” 
Public Health Director Bar-
bara Ferrer said in a state-
ment Friday.

County officials said they 
are expanding mobile vac-
cination efforts to reach 
homebound residents or 
others who are unable to 
reach a vaccine clinic or 
pharmacy on their own. Ac-
cording to the county, about 
9,960 residents considered 

homebound have been vac-
cinated in the county in 
the past year. There are be-
lieved to be a total of 10,000 
to 15,000 homebound resi-
dents in the county.

Information on obtain-
ing mobile vaccination ser-
vice is available by calling 
833-540-0473. Information 
is also available at vacci-
natelacounty.com.

According to the county, 
as of last Sunday, 83% of el-
igible county residents aged 
5 and older had received at 
least one dose of COVID vac-
cine, and 75% were fully vac-
cinated. However, only 30% 
of children aged 5-11 have 
been fully vaccinated, the 
lowest rate of any age group.

Among Black residents, 
only 55.4% are fully vacci-
nated, along with 58.9% of 
Latino residents, compared 
to 73% of white residents 
and 82% of Asians.

L.A. County
FROM PAGE 3

By The Associated Press

The 94th Academy 
Awards are right around 
the corner with just 
enough time to squeeze in 
watches of some of the 10 
best picture nominees be-
fore the lights go down in 
the Dolby Theatre.

After last year’s scaled 
back ceremony at Union 
Station, this year the Os-
cars are returning to the 
Dolby Theatre in the heart 
of Hollywood with three 
hosts, Regina Hall, Amy 
Schumer and Wanda Sykes, 
to emcee the proceedings.

Those running the show 
have promised that it will 
stick to a tight three hours, 

which is part of the reason 
they’ve decided to hand out 
eight awards, including ed-
iting, original score and 
hair/makeup, before the 
show and edit them into 
the live broadcast.

And if choosing between 
10 movies in one day seems 
a bit of a stretch, you could 
just stick with the most 
nominated of the bunch, 
“The Power of the Dog,” 
which is on Netflix.

Here’s everything you 
need to know about how 
to watch the Oscars cere-
mony live:

QWhat time are the 
Oscars and what 

channel are they on?

AThe Oscars will be 
broadcast live on 

KABC Channel 7 starting 
at 5 p.m. Pacific time to-
day. ABC’s official red car-
pet pre-show starts 90 
minutes beforehand at 
3:30 p.m., but many out-
lets, like E!, will be in 
place waiting for the stars 
to arrive from 3 p.m.

QHow can the Oscars 
be streamed?

A If you’re a cord-cut-
ter or don’t have ac-

cess to an antenna, you 
can also watch the Oscars 
online with a Hulu + Live 
TV subscription, which 
costs $69.99 per month.

ACADEMY AWARDS

How to watch and stream the Oscars

By Harry Saltzgaver
hsaltzgaver@scng.com

Starting every spring, 
silvery smeltlike fish called 
grunion can be found late 
at night during high tides 
on the beaches of South-
ern California, mating in 
what experts say is one of 
the most unusual phenom-
enon in the natural world.

Here’s how it works: The 
female grunion are the first 
to get in the surf and reach 
the highest point possible 
on the beach, or even a bit 
higher. She pushes her tail 
into the sand and the male 
follows her, wrapping his 
body around hers so that he 
can fertilize her eggs with 
milt. The male is quick — 
30 seconds or so and he’s on 
the next wave back to the 
ocean. It takes the female 
longer to dig herself out of 
the sand, but she catches 
the first wave she can back 
to the safety of the water.

Those eggs, up to 3,000 
of them in one pile, stay 
buried until the next high 
tide a couple of weeks later, 
when the waves stir the 
sand, help the eggs hatch 
and carry the infants back 

to the water. In the mean-
time, adult fish are starting 
the process all over again, 
often on the same beach.

Often, the fish have an 
audience of both people 
and birds. And sometimes, 
that audience tries to catch 
the grunion before they get 
back to their ocean home.

Runs last for about two 
hours and take place late at 
night for four nights around 
the full and new moons. Ac-
cording to the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the second hour is 
usually better, and the best 
runs normally occur on the 
second and third nights of 
a four-night period.

Runs begin in March 
and continue through Au-
gust. Fish and Wildlife says 
the peak spawning begins 
in late March — now — to 
early June.

The last grunion run 
took place March 18-21. 
They will also run Friday 
through April 4, but you 
can’t catch them legally in 
April. You can watch but no 
grabbing. Grunion-catching 
is banned in April and May 
in order to allow the spe-
cies to propagate. Taking 

grunion is legal in March, 
June, July and August, and 
a fishing license is required 
for anyone 16 or older. The 
next time it’s legal to catch 
grunion is the last two days 
of a run, on June 1-2.

Trekking to the beach 
late at night to watch for 

grunion has become a 
Southern California ritual, 
sort of a coming-of-age ex-
perience. Last year, Nyki 
and Ryan Franz waited 
with their four children, 
ages 1-8.

“We home school,” Ryan 
Franz said in an Orange 

County Register story. “We 
wanted to show them sci-
ence, in nature.”

Nyki Franz said going 
grunion running is a child-
hood memory for her, one 
she wants to share with her 
own kids. She thinks she 
saw them at the San Clem-
ente Pier, but it’s a blur.

“It feels like a dream,” she 
said of the memory.

Runs take place from San 
Diego to Santa Barbara, with 
Orange and Los Angeles 
counties seeing the most fre-
quent activity. The Cabrillo 
Marine Aquarium at Cabrillo 
Beach in San Pedro hosts a 
grunion program, including 
grunion watching events at  
cabrillomarineaquarium 
.org.

Grunion appear to pre-
fer gently sloping beaches, 
where high tide pushes waves 
well beyond the normal wa-
ter line, protecting eggs. Pro-
tected beaches, such as those 
behind the breakwater at San 
Pedro Bay, also are popular 
with the fish.

The population has re-
mained stable in recent 
years, Fish and Wildlife offi-
cials said, but loss of spawn-
ing habitat to erosion, har-

bor construction and pol-
lution continues to be a 
threat.

Most adult grunion are 
between 5 and 6 inches long, 
with the female slightly 
larger than the male. They 
have no teeth, and typically 
are eaten bones and all, 
similar to sardines. It is le-
gal to catch them, with sig-
nificant restrictions in both 
method and season.

The only legal way to 
catch grunion is by hand, 
which can be a trick with 
the slippery fish. No nets 
can be used, and no holes 
can be dug in the sand. 
While there is no limit to 
the number of fish caught, 
Fish and Wildlife officials 
urge people to only keep 
what they can use.

And it’s just not fair to 
grab female grunion while 
they are dug into the sand, 
laying eggs.

The most popular way 
to cook grunion is by grill-
ing whole in butter or oil. 
Larger grunion also can be 
filleted.

For complete grunion 
run schedules and more 
information, go to wildlife 
.ca.gov.

SOUTHLAND

Grunion bring silvery show to beaches

PHOTO BY GARY FLORIN — CABRILLO MARINE AQUARIUM

California grunion are the only known fish whose fertilized 
eggs incubate out of the water. The grunion spawning 
season is a popular sight for humans and birds.
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California poppies, California Blue-
bell, Blue Dicks, Brittlebush, Fiddle-
necks, Lupines, Monkeyflowers, and so 
many other wildflowers are popping up 
or about to bloom in various areas in 
Los Angeles County

The display, however, may not be as 
spectacular this year as past years be-
cause of weather conditions over the 
winter.

Some ideal places to see the best of 
this year’s blossoms:

 • Antelope Valley California Poppy 
Reserve: Well-known for its springtime 
poppy and other wildflowers display is 
this Antelope Valley favorite.

Peak viewing, according to the web-
site, is from late March through early 
April (poppies, by the way, open in mid-
morning).
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Stop to smell — and see — 
bountiful, beautiful plants 
at these regional parks, 
nature preserves and trails
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A pair of crows fly over poppies in bloom at the California Poppy Reserve in Lancaster on March 17.

Lupine blooms near Val Verde on March 17. Poppies and wildflowers are now in bloom 
throughout much of the Antelope and Santa Clarita valleys.

By Scott Schwebke
sschwebke@scng.com

A company executive has 
agreed to plead guilty to federal 
charges alleging his fogging dis-
infection business applied pesti-
cides inconsistent with their in-
tended use to purportedly kill the 
coronavirus in Culver City.

Prosecutors have recom-
mended that David Earl Gillies, 
managing partner of Utah-based 
Mountain Fog, receive two years 
probation and be ordered to pay a 
$10,000 fine for two misdemeanor 
counts of using a pesticide in a 
manner inconsistent with its la-
beling.

Gillies, reached by phone at his 
home Wednesday said he does not 
agree with how his case was han-
dled.

“The EPA never notified us that 
we were out of compliance or gave 
us a chance to come into compli-
ance,” he said. “It’s government 
overreach and the EPA agent (who 
investigated the case) is just try-
ing to put another notch in his 
belt.”

Court records do not indicate 
when Gillies will be sentenced.

In August 2021, Jonathan Ger-
shman, a salesman for Mountain 
Fog, pleaded guilty to identical 
charges and received the same 
sentence.

Gillies was charged after 
Mountain Fog collected $11,097 
for providing COVID-19 fogging 
services at least six times, includ-
ing once at an undisclosed Culver 
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By City News Service

The number of COVID-19-pos-
itive patients in Los Angeles 
County hospitals has climbed by 
23 people to 373, departing from 
the recent trend that’s seen the to-
tal fall from over 4,800 in mid-
January, according to the latest 
state figures out Saturday.

The number of those patients 
in intensive care was 56, down by 
three from Friday’s total.

The latest numbers came as the 
county reported 789 new positive 
COVID-19 tests and 22 additional 
deaths associated with the virus, 
bringing the county’s cumula-
tive totals to 2,830,048 cases and 
31,594 deaths, according to the 
Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health.

The health department has 
said that the vast majority of peo-
ple who die of COVID-19 compli-
cations have underlying condi-
tions, mainly hypertension, dia-
betes and heart disease.

The rolling average daily rate 
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love being around peo-
ple who love books, you’ve 
come to the right 
place. Enjoy.

The book whis-
perer moves qui-
etly through the 
stacks in her base-
ment bookstore 
talking to her aban-
doned hard covers 
— looking for the 
one she will sell for 
$1 to the man wait-
ing anxiously at the front 
desk, which is in the back.

He’s been to every book-

store, visited all the online 
sites and picked through 
dozens of boxes of garage 

sale books looking 
for a specific one, 
and this is his last 
stop — the Book 
Cellar, run by the 
Friends of the Li-
brary in the base-
ment of the Los 
Angeles County 
branch library in 
Agoura Hills.

The book whis-
perer thinks she may have 
a copy somewhere in the 
back storage area where 

newly donated books ar-
rive to be sorted, and old 
ones that didn’t sell in a 
year depart to make space 
for them. They are given 
to an online retailer, who 
kicks back 35% of the sale 
price to Friends if a book 
sells.

The book whisperer 
has no librarian training, 
and doesn’t use the Dewey 
Decimal system or com-
puter spreadsheets to keep 
track of the books that ar-
rive and where exactly she 
puts them. She holds them 
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Are racial minorities suf-
fering finan-
cial losses be-
cause their home 
appraisals are 
tainted by bias?

Joe Biden’s 
administration 
thinks so.

And on 
Wednesday, an 
inter-agency task 

force co-chaired by U.S. Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
Secretary Marcia Fudge un-
veiled an action plan designed 
to transform the appraisal in-
dustry and root out hidden 
bias that can affect a minority 
homeowner’s mortgage rates, 
equity and income from a sale.

Called the Property Ap-
praisal and Valuation Equity 
Action Plan, or PAVE, its goal 

is to make the appraisal in-
dustry more accountable, em-
power consumers with infor-
mation and assistance, prevent 
algorithmic bias in automated 
appraisals and recruit more 
minorities to an industry the 
government says is 97% White.

Actions include steps federal 
agencies can take under their 
existing authority to enhance 
oversight and accountability of 

the appraisal industry. 
In addition, the govern-

ment will educate homeowners 
and buyers on what they can 
do when they get an appraisal 
that’s lower than expected.

No doubt there is no place 
for bias. Bias in home valua-
tions limits the ability of Black 
and Brown families to enjoy 
financial returns associated 
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How to curb racial bias in home appraisals

Book Cellar 
manager (and 
book whisperer) 
Diane Haupt  
at the Friends 
of the Library 
in Agoura Hills 
recently.
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