
Garden Event  

 

9-23-21, 7:30pm, Zoom, Horticulturist of the Year Award, Southern California Horticultural Society 

 

Description = This year, the SCHS honors 3 posthumous horticulturists who have gone on to the Great 

Garden:  Bill Baker, John Dourley, and Virginia Hayes 

 

Cost = Free 

Registration is required to attend online.   

To register = 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7115919834483/WN_wxcXhOwFQAiwM_ZBR4nqtQ 

 

For more information = https://socalhort.org/  

 

BILL BAKER   (1947-2009) 

Bill Baker was a nurseryman and plant hunter. His San Fernando Valley nursery, California Gardens, 

specialized in bulbs, bromeliads, epiphytic cacti and succulents – but his interests also included unusual 

plants from myriad families.  Baker and his botanical compadres explored Baja California, mainland 

Mexico, and Central and South America in search of fascinating flora. He was active in both the Cactus 

and Succulent Society of America and the San Fernando Bromeliad Society, and hIs plants were featured 

at the Huntington Botanical Garden’s plant sales as well as being offered through their International 

Succulent Introductions program.  His world-renowned hybrids and selections continue to be coveted by 

gardeners and landscape designers, including two of his finest:  Dyckia ‘Brittle Star’ and Agave ‘White 

Rhino’.  

 

JOHN DOURLEY   (1922-2015) 

John Dourley lived as an incredible example of a gentleman, plantsman, horticulturist and native plant 

expert.  Born in Scotland, he took formal horticultural training at the Royal Botanic Garden in 

Edinborough, and in 1952 came to America with his young family where he worked in private estate 

gardens throughout New England.  In 1967 Dourley settled in Claremont, California where he was the 

Director of Horticulture at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden from 1967 through 1987. He began his 

career there with almost no prior knowledge of California native plants, but by applying sound 

horticultural principles he became a recognized expert, making new contributions at RSABG and getting 

involved in southern California’s horticultural community. In 1981 he coauthored the book California 

Native Trees and Shrubs with Dr. Lee Lenz.  The Arctostaphylos cultivar ‘John Dourley’ remains one of 

the most popular mid-sized manzanitas for California native gardens. 

 

VIRGINIA HAYES   (1950-2018) 

Virginia Hayes was the Curator of the Living Collection at the world-renowned Ganna Walska Lotusland 

garden  in Montecito, California for 25 years. She was regarded as a world expert on lotus (Nelumbo) 

and lived in a small house on the grounds for two decades, developing the plant records, library 

cataloguing, photographic archives, as well as Ganna Walska’s history and personal archives.  She also 

trained every docent from 1992 until her retirement in 2017.  Hayes many and varied contributions did 

much to catapult Lotusland into the national and international limelight.  A prolific writer, Hayes 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7115919834483/WN_wxcXhOwFQAiwM_ZBR4nqtQ
https://socalhort.org/


contributed to Pacific Horticulture magazine, wrote hundreds of columns for the Santa Barbara 

Independent newspaper and authored the book The Gourmet Gardener.  Additionally, she served on the 

board of the American Public Garden Association, was a reviewer for the APGA Plant Collections 

Network and cofounded the Horticulture Consortium of Santa Barbara. 


