Garden Event

8-13-26, 7:10pm, Zoom, Two Gardens in One -- Year-Round Color with California Native
Plants with Bob Sussman.

Description = Southern California Horticultural Society hosts Bob Sussman, owner of
Matilija Nursery in Moorpark, for an online presentation exploring how thoughtful plant
selection can create abundant seasonal color throughout the year. He will provide
examples and suggestions on how to achieve this by selecting plants that will maximize
seasonal color changes within your garden, in addition to incorporating other elements.
Sussman’s formal education is in finance, but after several years working in banking and
making a multi-hour commute wearing a coat and tie, he opted to instead start a California
native plant nursery in Ventura County. Without any formal training in the subject, Sussman
received help from people who were knowledgeable about natives and also learned
through trial and error, or as he says “a lot of error!” Today, Matilija Nursery focuses on
growing California native plants primarily for residential landscapes, offering a large
selection of easy-to-grow perennials and shrubs as well as Pacific Coast irises.

The idea for a year-round garden came to Sussman while he was out hiking, when he
observed that from late winter through the end of spring the hills - like our gardens — were
ablaze with all kinds of flowers, but that in nature only a very small percentage of California
natives were in bloom from summer through fall. In this program he will share how, with
strategic planning, you can have 60% of your landscaped area flowering during winter all
the way through to spring, with the other 40% blooming from summer into fall. This is what
Sussman means by “two gardens in the same spot”. We look forward to hearing — and
seeing examples of — how we can make this work for ourselves. It’s not too soon to begin
planning for fall planting, and this presentation will offer us great tips.

Schedule = 7:05pm Meeting opens, 7:10pm Announcements, 7:15pm Plant Forum, 7:30
Program

Cost=This Zoom program is free and open to both members and non-members, but
registration required at https://www.socalhort.org/. It will also be recorded and later made
available on the SCHS YouTube channel.

Location =Zoom online

For more information = https://www.socalhort.org/, 818-567-1496, socalhort@gmail.com
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